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SUB J : RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN SAMPSON TRIAL 

REF: NICOSIA 2162 (DTG 301000Z JUL 76) (NOTAL) 

1 . CYPRUS SUPREME COURT AUGUST 20 REJCTED ALL PROCEDURAL 
OBIECTIONS WHICH NICOS SAMPSON'S DEFENSE HAD RAISED: I.E. 

(1) NO LEGISLATION HAD BEEN ENACTED BY HOUSE OF REPRE- 
SENTATIVES TO GIVE LEGAL EFFECT TO MAKARIOS' OFFER OF 
AMNESTY, (2) BY BECOMING PRESIDENT OF CYPRUS, SAMPSON LOST 
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(3) THE NICOSIA DISTRICT COURT (ASSIZE COURT) DOES POSSESS 
JURISDICTION IN THE CASE. 

2. CASE WAS RETURNED TO NICOSIA DISTRICT COURT AUGUST 23. 

SAMPSON ENTERED A PLEA OF GUILTY TO "AIDING IN CARRYING OUT" 

WARLIKE OPERATIONS AGAINST THE CYPRUS REPUBLIC RATHER THAN 
TO MORE SERIOUS CHARGE OF "CARYING OUT WARLIKE OPERATIONS" 

AS HE WAS ORIGINALLY CHARGED. GOC PROSECUTOR INFORMED THE 
COURT HE WOULD NOT ADDUCE EVIDENCE IN RESPECT OF THE SECOND, 

SIMILAR CHARGE (USING ARMED FORCE AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT) 

AS IT WAS BASED ON THE SAME FACTS. COURT THEN ORDER 
ACQUITTAL ON SECOND CHARGE. FOLLOWING A PRESENTATION BY 
THE GOVERNMENT OF EVIDENCE OF SAMPSON S GUILT TO THE NOW 

LESS SEVERE CHARGE, DEFENSE REQUESTED AND RECEIVED ADJOURENMENT 
UNTIL AUGUST 26. 

3. COMMENT: THIS APPARENT "PLEA BARGAINING" WILL MAKE THE 
GOC CASE AGAINST NICOS SAMPSON MUCH EASIER AS IT WILL REQUIRE 
LESS EVIDENCE AND FEWER WITNESSES. BY THIS SHORTENING TRIAL 
AND ABBREVIATING EVIDENCE. GOC IS PROBABLY SAVING ITSELF 
AND SEVERAL GREEK CYPRIOTS, INCLUDING SAMPSON, FROM WHAT 

WOULD PROBABLY BE EMBARRASSING AND DISRUPTIVE REVELATIONS AT A TIME 
WHEN GREEK CYPRIOT COMMUNITY IS DIVIDED BY UPCOMING ELCETIONS, 
GREEK-TURKISH TENSIONS ARE HIGH, AND NEED FOR GREEK UNITY IS GREAT. 
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